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Federal prosecutors concluded earlier 
this year that President Nixon was either 
not telling the truth or was trying to 
conceal something about the possible 
tape recording of a crucial meeting be- 
tween him and then White House coun- 
sel John W. Dean III on April 15, in- 
formed sources said yesterday. 

Mr. Nixon had first told Assistant At- 
torney General Henry E. Petersen on 
April 18 that he had a tape recording of 
the meeting with Dean. But then he later 
that day denied that such a tape existed, 
saying instead that he had dictated or 
written a memo on the conversation, the 
sources said. 

The April 15 meeting with Dean was 
one of two presidential conversations for 
which an expected White House tape re- 
cording does not exist, according to tes- 
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committee on Aug. 7. Peter- 
sen was in charge of the ori- 
ginal Justice Department in- 
vestigation of the Watergate 
affair. 

“The President called 
me,” Petersen testified, “I 
recall it was in middle or 
late afternoon (April 18)— 
and said that Dean had said 
he had been immunized” 
from prosecution. Petersen 
said that he disputed this, 
checked with the prosecu- 
tors and “when I called the 
President back, I told him 
;that. He said, ‘Well, you 
know, I have it on tape if 
you want to hear it* ” 

Petersen testified that he 
declined the offer. But in- 
formed sources said yester- 
day that Petersen " then 
checked with Dean’s attor- 
neys to make sure that they 
understood Dean had not 
been granted immunity 
from prosecution. 

Dean denied that he had 
made such a claim to the 
President, the sources said, 
so Dean’s lawyer suggested 
that the prosecutors try to 
get the tape. 

Petersen then discussed 
the matter further with the 
President, according to the 
sources,, and Ml Nixon said 
.that there must have been 
a “misunderstanding” be- 
cause he had a written rec- 
ord or memo of the conver- 


timony given by White House aides in 
U.S. District Court yesterday. 

According to Dean’s testimony before 
the Senate select Watergate committee, 
it was during the April 15 meeting that 
Mr. Nixon said “he was probably fool- 
ish” to have discussed executive clem- 
ency for Watergate conspirator E. How- 
ard Hunt Jr. with special counsel to the 
President Charles W. Colson. Dean also 
testified that Mr. Nixon tried at that 
meeting to explain away a remark he 
had made at an earlier meeting about 
raising $1 million in cover-up money by 
saying that he had “only beep joking.” 

The question of a possible tape record- 
ing of the April 15 meeting was first 
raised by President Nixon in a call to 
Assistant Attorney General Petersen 
three days later, according to Petersen’s 
testimony before the Senate Watergate 
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sation but not a tape record- 
ing. 

On July 16, when former 
White House aide Alexan- 
der P. Butterfield first pub- 
licly disclosed the existence 
of the automatic White 
House taping system in Sen- 
ate testimony, the sources 
.said, Petersen and the origi- 
nal Watergate prosecutors 
concluded that the Presi- 
dent must not have been 
completely truthful with 
them. 

Petersen, who is head of 
the criminal division at- the 
Justice Department, has 
been back in charge of the 
Watergate investigation 
since Oct. 20 when Archi- 
bald Cox was fired as spe- 
cial prosecutor. 

In addition to the -April 
15 meeting not being record- 
ed, White House aides dis- 
closed in court yesterday 
that no tape existed of a 
June 20, 1972, telephone con- 
versation between Mr. Nixon 
and former Attorney Gen- 
ial Jofyn N. Mitchell. Ac- 
cording to Mitchell’s testi- 
mony before the Senate Wa- 
tergate committee, this con- 
versation was the only one 
in which Mr. Nixon ever 
asked Mitchell any factual 
questions about ~the Water- 
gate affair. 

Mitchell said that at the 
time he knew very little 


about the bugging and 
break-in of the Democratic 
National Committee’s, Water- 
gate headquarters. Within a 
day or two of the June 20 
conversation, Mitchell tes- 
tified, he learned about sev- 
eral “White House horrors,” 
but never volunteered the 
information to Mr. Nixon 
and Mr. Nixon never asked 
him again about the facts 
of the Watergate affair. 

During his testimony be- 
fore the Senate committee, 
Mitchell was questioned 
closely about detailed logs 
he maintained of his meet- 
ings and phone calls in the 
months before and after the 
Watergate break-in. 

Although Mitchell told 
the committee the logs were 
carefully kept by his secre- 


taries, the log for June 20 
that Mitchell gave the com- 
mittee omitted any notation 
of the phone call from Presi- 
dent Nixon. The Senate 
committee learned from 
White House logs of Mr. 
Nixon’s meetings and phone 
conversations that such a 
call had taken place. 

According to the informa- 
tion supplied to the commit- 
tee by the White House, the 
conversation lasted from 6 
until 6:12 p.m., although 
White House Special Coun- 
sel J. Fred Buzhardt said in 
court yesterday that the 
conversation lasted from 
6:08 until 6:12 p.m. The dis- 
erepency has not been ex- 
plained. 

Mitchell told the commit- 
tee that his talk with Mr. 
Nixon was a “short conver- 
sation” and that “I apolo- 
gized to him for not know- 
ing what the hell had hap- 
pened and I should have 
kept a stronger hand on 
what the people in the com- 
mittee were doing, et cet- 
era.” 

According to Mitchell, the 
only persons Mitchell knew: 
were involved in the Water- 
gate break-in at the t.im» 0 f 
the June 20 conversation • 
with Mr. Nixon were the 
five persons apprehended 
inside the Democratic Par- 
ty’s Watergate headquarters 
Either the following day 
or the day after, Mitchell 
testified before the Senate 
committee, he learned that 
others were involved in the 
Watergate break-in and that 
the White House also had 
been involved in other ques- 
tionable and possibly illegal 
activities. Mitchell said he 


never made an attempt to 
inform Mr. Nixon about 
what he had learned and 
Mr. Nixon never again after 
June 20 asked him factual 
questions about the Water- 
gate affair. 

Had there been a record- 
ing of the April 15 meeting 
between Mr. Nixon and 
Dean, it could have gone a 
long way toward proving or 
disproving Dean’s charges 
that the President was in- 
volved in the Watergate 
cover-up. 

In his sworn testimony be- 
fore the Senate committee 
Dean said: “The most inter- 
esting thing that happened 
during the (April 15) conver- 
sation was, very near the 
end, he (Mr. Nixon) got up 
out of his chair, went be- 
hind his chair to the corner 
of the executive office build- 
ing office and in a barely 
audible tone said to me, he 
was probably foolish to have 
discussed Hunt’s clemency 
with Colson,” 

White House aide Butter- 
field later testified that the 
microphones used in the 
taping system were so sensi- 
tive that even barely inaudi- 
ble conversation would be 
picked up. 

The /President has denied 
that he ever discussed exec- 
utive clemency for the 
Watergate conspirators with 
anyone. Dean had charged 
that Mr. Nixon discussed 
clemency for Watergate con- 
spirator E. Howard Hunt Jr. 
with former special presi- 
dential counsel Charles W. 
Colson. 

Dean also testified that, in 
the April 15 conversation, 
Mr. Nixon made reference 
to an earlier discussion with 
Dean that it might cost $1 
million to continue to pay 
the Watergate conspirators 
for their silence. 

“He said that he had, of j 

course, only been joking 
when he made that com- 
ment” about the $1 million. 
Dean testified. 

Dean’s testimony contin- 
ued, “The President almost- 
from the outset began ask- 
ing me a number of leading 
questions, which made me 
think that the conversation 
was being taped and that a 
record was being made to 
protect himself.” 

“Although I became 
aware of this because of the 
r»ntnrp nf the conversation,” 


Dean said, “I decided that I 
did not know it for a fact 
and that I had to believe 
that the President would 
not tape such a conversa- 
tion.” 

The White House has said 
that four people have lis- 
tened to some of the tapes. 
They are the President, his 
former chief of staff H.R. 
Haldeman, who is under in- 
vestigation in the Watergate 
case, White House special 
counsel J. Fred Buzhardt 
and White House aide Ste- 
phen B. Bull. 

In a July 23 letter to the 
Senate Watergate commit- 
tee the President said that 
he “personally listened to a 


number” of the v tapes. He 
did not specify which tapes. 
In a Sept. 5 press confer- 
ence Mr. Nixon said that he 
listened to the tapes on 
June 4, weeks before Dean’s 
testimony and the public 
disclosure of the secret tap- 
ing system. 

In August, House Minor- 
ity Leader Gerald R. Ford 
(R-Mich.) quoted presiden- 
tial counselor Melvin R. 
Laird as saying that the 
President spent “10 to 12” 
hours listening to the tapes. 

Haldeman testified before 
the Senate committee that 
he listened to two other 
tapes, ones for Sept. 15, 1972, 
and March 21. After his 
testimony, Haldeman’s attor- 
ney sent a letter to the Sen- 
ate committee saying that 
Haldeman received tapes of 
Mr. Nixon’s meetings on 
three other dates although 
Haldeman “is not sure what 
the other dates were.” 

Haldeman took the tapes 
but did not listen to any of 
them, the letter said. He had 
received them on July 11, 
more than two months after 
his resignation as White 
House chief of staff, accord- 
ing to the letter. 

Haldeman testified that 
he did not listen to any of 
the three other tapes. In the 
letter, his attorney was 
vague about the circum- 
stances surrounding the re- 
turn of the tapes. 

One of Haldeman’s attor- 
neys, Frank Strickler, told a 
reporter, “I think he 
(Haldeman) knew that he 
g#ve them to Mr. Bull but is 
a trifle uncertain as to 


where.” 

A White House version of 
the contents of meeting be- 
tween the President and 
Dean was supplied to the 
Senate committee in June. 
The notes by minority coun- 
sel Fred Thompson on this 
version show the following 
for April 15: “Dean along 
with almost everybody else 
was called in that day. The 
President told Dean that he 
must go before the grand 
jury without immunity.” 

That is the extent of the 
entry. 

Dean was not granted im- 
munity from prosecution 
and since has pleaded guilty 
to a one-count charge of ob- 
structing justice in the Wa- 
tergate case. 


